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PART I:  Background & Overview 

Introduction  
This report describes activities, community concerns, observations, recommendations and 

resources associated with the community review that occurred in Gooding from May 5-8, 2009. 

Gooding is the 20th community to participate in the Idaho Community Review program.  

The Gooding Community Review Visiting Team encourages the mayor and City Council to find 

ways to share this report with Gooding residents, especially the community leaders and citizens 

who participated in the review. We hope you continue to engage these folks and return to this 

report often as you follow through on your intention to create a new community strategic plan. 

Individual organizations like the Rural Magic Valley Economic Development Association, Gooding 

Chamber of Commerce, Gooding School District and various service organizations and providers 

will also glean insight from the practical, outside perspective found in these pages.  

Some members of the Visiting Team might be available to help you consideǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘΩǎ 

recommendations and follow up with available resources. But it is ultimately up to the 

community to determine the path that makes sense to bring about the positive changes you 

desire. 

Description of the Idaho Community Review Program  
The Idaho Community Review program provides observations, recommendations and potential 

resources to Idaho communities with populations of 10,000 or less. The communities participate 

in the program to better understand how they might effectively approach long-standing and 

emerging community issues and opportunities. This information is provided by a team of 12 to 

18 professionals referred to as the Visiting Team. They have expertise in various aspects of 

community and economic development. The Visiting Team spends three days in the community 

learning about issues through tours, meetings and interviews with community leaders and 

residents. The review concludes on the evening of the third day with a presentation to 

community leaders. 

The program cannot instantly resolve all issues, but it has been evaluated as an invigorating, 

validating and unifying experience by the 19 communities that participated before Gooding. 

Community reviews also provide invaluable networking opportunities, setting the stage for 

future resource referrals and follow-up activities.  

Coordinated by the Idaho Rural Partnership, the Gooding Community Review was a 

collaborative project of the partnership, the city of Gooding, the Idaho Department of 

Commerce, the Idaho Transportation Department, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
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Development, USDA Rural Development and other federal, state, local, nonprofit and consulting 

organizations.  

Monetary Value and Costs Paid by City of Gooding 
The in-kind value of community reviews is estimated at $50,000 to $75,000. This includes the 

cost of hiring 12 professionals in land use planning, transportation, civil engineering, economic 

development, arts and other cultural resources, communication, grant funding and other fields 

of expertise for three 14-hour workdays. Pre-review planning, travel, staff time, report writing 

and review follow-up are all generously donated to the community by various state and federal 

agencies or are underwritten by private industry donations. 

As with other community reviews, the direct costs to the city of Gooding were limited to food 

and transportation for the Visiting and Home Teams during the actual review and any city staff 

time spent on coordination. 

Recent Community & Economic Developmen t Efforts in Gooding  
¢ƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘΣ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

completed in the last few years or were under way at the time of the community review. A few 

notable examples are summarized below. 

Gooding County Memorial Hospital  

The new hospital is being built on the south side of town. When completed later this year, it will 

provide a higher level of care and more privacy than is currently available. Once vacated, the 

existing hospital will likely be available for re-use. 

Basque Cultural Center  

The Basque Cultural Center was completed by the Basque Association in 2003. It is used by the 

association to celebrate the Basque culture through food, dance, language and other activities. 

The Basque Picnic is one of the ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƳŀƧƻǊ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ. The cultural center is also 

available for rent by other community groups and private parties. 

Industrial Park and Kiefer 

Built  

Located on the north side of town 

along the Union Pacific Railroad 

mainline, the 80-acre Gooding 

Industrial Park was created in 

2004. Kiefer Built, a manufacturer 

of horse trailers, leased a 126,000-

square-foot building at the industrial park in 2005. Output at the facility has slowed of late but is 

expected to pick back up as economic recovery proceeds. Properties zoned industrial or 

manufacturing remain available at the industrial park. 
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New Gooding County Historical Museum  

The museum will soon be constructing a larger and more modern facility near the site of the 

new hospital and Basque Cultural Center. The museum will vacate its historic, central location 

on Main Street. The community may have an opportunity to re-use this existing space for 

another purpose. 

Comprehensive Plan  

Gooding adopted a new comprehensive plan in 2007. It includes all of the elements required by 

the Idaho Local Land Use Planning Act, ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŎƻƳǇǊŜƘŜƴǎƛǾŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ŘŀǘŜŘ 

1976. 

Irrigation System Study  

In 2008 the city commissioned Keller Associates to investigate the irrigation system, recommend 

improvements and estimate related capital costs. The study is currently in draft form. It 

identifies three major alternatives:  (1) rehabilitate and continue to use the existing system; (2) 

install a new pressure irrigation system that would continue to draw water from the Little Wood 

River; or (3) augment the culinary water system so that it can be used for irrigation. A public 

meeting to present information gathered to date and to solicit citizen input was attended by 50 

people on May 13, 2009, and an advisory committee was created. 

Airport Layout Plan  

Completed in 2008, the Airport Layout Plan projects capital improvement needs at the Gooding 

Municipal Airport and prioritizes them over the next 20 years. It updates a similar plan 

completed in 1995. Specific projects identified in this plan include lengthening the runway, 

improving taxi lanes and parking areas, building a security fence, replacing hangers and making 

technological improvements. 

Chamber of Commerce Revitalization  

Over the last year, the Gooding Chamber of Commerce has been revitalized by increasing the 

number of member businesses and developing new leadership.  

Participation  in Rural Magic Valley Economic Development Association  

As a member of the Rural Magic Valley Economic Development Association, the city of Gooding 

is cooperating with 11 other area cities and counties to impǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ǿŜƭƭ-

being through job creation, work force development and commercial investment. 

New sidewalks along 7th Street  

New sidewalks with curbs and gutters have been constructed over the last few years to increase 

the safety of children walking to and from school. The improvements were financed by 

transportation enhancement grants from the Idaho Transportation Department.  
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Pre-Review Survey  
As with most community reviews, the city of Gooding conducted a non-scientific survey of 

residents in the weeks leading up to the review visit. Surveys were made available at the library 

and were sent to every address on the cƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ. They were also available on the cƛǘȅΩǎ 

Web site.  

A total of 145 individuals completed the survey with 86 percent being Gooding residents. This 

was impressive compared to other community reviews although the respondents did not reflect 

the cultural diversity of the community. A copy of the survey results is included as Appendix A. 

Survey respondents expressed the highest level of satisfaction with the following community 

features:  

¶ Health resources (with one exception noted below) 

¶ Police and fire  protection 

¶ Transportation and roads (with one exception noted below) 

¶ Water and wastewater resources 

¶ Library 

¶ Schools 

¶ Community appearance (with one exception noted below) 

¶ Social climate (e.g. friendliness) 

¶ Local goods and services (with exceptions noted below) 

Respondents gave their lowest marks for the following community features: 

¶ Bicycle and pedestrian access 

¶ Parks and recreations, especially recreation for teenagers 

¶ Long-range planning and community involvement in decision making 

¶ Local arts and cultural opportunities 

¶ Mental health services 

¶ Condition and availability of housing, especially rental units 

¶ Appearance of gateways to the community 

¶ Availability and quality of local jobs 

¶ Lack of adequate hotel/motel accommodations and entertainment options 

¶ Usability and helpfulness of city Web site 

When invited to express themselves using their own words, survey respondents brought up 

these ideas and concerns most frequently: 

¶ Appreciation for DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǎŀŦŜΣ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǎƳŀƭƭ-town atmosphere. People in Gooding 

tend to watch out for each other. The safety, sense of community, and support for 

schools make it a great place to raise children. 
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¶ Residents recognition that something needs to be done about the irrigation system. But 

they did not necessarily express a detailed understanding of the problem or of viable 

alternatives. Some feel it is unfair to be required to pay for irrigation water that they 

cannot use.  

¶ The Little Wood River Canal 

wall even more frequently 

than the irrigation system. 

Clearly, residents want 

something done to address 

the hazardous condition of 

the wall. Some expressed 

support for a greenbelt-type 

pathway along the canal. 

¶ A broad awareness that the 

debate about the North 

Valley Academy Charter 

School is divisive. Some appreciate having an alternative to the traditional Gooding 

schools while other are concerned about how these same schools are being impacted or 

could be impacted by the charter school. 

¶ Relations between different ethnic groups in the community, particularly with respect to 

the Hispanic population.  

¶ The appearance of abandoned buildings, unkemptΣ άǘǊŀǎƘȅέ ȅŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

excessive weeds. 

¶ The strong community desire for more and higher quality jobs for young people and 

others. 

¶ Strong support for sidewalks and greenbelt-like pathway improvements to make 

walking, biking and recreating in Gooding safer and more enjoyable. These ideas were 

mentioned at least as much as those involving streets. 

¶ More transparent, inclusive communication from city hall and other agencies. They also 

desire opportunities to become meaningfully involved in decision-making and 

community development initiatives. They expressed uncertainty and some cynicism 

ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀŘŜ ōȅ άǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦŜǿ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦέ 
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Community Expectations and Id entification of Focus Areas  
In its community review application to the Idaho Rural Partnership, the city of Gooding 

expressed its desire to receive information about the perceptions of both residents and the 

Visiting Team community development experts from outside the community regarding city 

ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ-image and identity. 

The application also expressed the City CƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ Ǉƭŀƴ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ 

the issues, ideas and opportunities revealed through the community review process.  

All communities requesting a community review are asked to select three subject areas with 

which they need assistance. The Visiting Team is then created and the review itinerary designed 

with these subjects in mind. The city of Gooding selected: 

Community Identity  

Community identity refers to the set of ideas and experiences a community uses to express and 

describe its history, values, sense of place and vision. It is the story a community tells itself and 

the larger society about what it is and what is important to it. In other words, what makes 

Gooding Gooding?  It iǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǎŜƭŦ-ƛƳŀƎŜΦ Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅǎΣ DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ 

to other communities in Idaho. In other ways, it is what sets Gooding apart. Through the review, 

the city sought ideas about how to create a focused community vision and purpose while 

honoring the many cultural and physical elements that make up its identity. 

In some past community reviews, especially in cities which are rapidly growing or developing 

revitalization efforts, this focus area has also included topics related to community design. While 

some design-related issues were touched on during the review and are explored in this report, 

the community identity team spent the majority of its time and energy looking at the more 

social and cultural dimensions of community identity. hǘƘŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨŎƛǾƛŎ 

ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ.  

The members of the Visiting Team assigned to look at community identity met with about 50 

Gooding residents in small stakeholder groups of five to 10 people each during the community 

review. These individual groups are identified on page 10.  

Economic Development  

Economic development includes supporting the growth of existing businesses, assisting current 

residents who want to start new businesses and attracting new businesses from outside the 

community. The desire and responsibility to help support and expand existing business was 

specifically described in the cƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ 

ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀǊŜŀ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ 

meetings it conducted.  
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Infrastructure  

The city is clearly aware that its most urgent infrastructure issues are the irrigation system and 

the Little Wood River Canal and wall system. While indirectly related, there is a major difference 

between the two issues. Because it is the cƛǘȅΩǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜ ƛǘΣ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ 

with the irrigation system is squarely on the cƛǘȅΩǎ ǎhoulders. In essence, it is a city-owned utility 

not unlike the sewer and culinary water systems. Conversely, rebuilding or rehabilitating the 

river canal and wall system will require a strong partnership between the city and the U.S. Army 

Corps of Engineers. 

Infrastructure also includes DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ culinary water system, sewer system, streets and 

sidewalks and airport. In some community reviews, public safety ς police and fire protection ς 

and city administration are also included in the infrastructure focus area. Lƴ DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŎŀǎŜΣ ƴƻ 

significant administration or public safety issues or needs were specifically identified in the 

application or during the review itself. 

Key Participating In dividuals  
Locally, success of the Gooding Community Review is largely due to the work of Gooding Mayor 

Duke Morton, Kelly Bangerter of the Rural Magic Valley Economic Development Association, 

Greg Wokersien and Adrian Celaya. Additional credit and thanks must also go to Gooding County 

Commissioner Helen Edwards, city of Gooding Public Works Director Todd Bunn, City Clerk 

Carmen Korsen, Police Chief Jeff Perry, the Gooding City Council, Gooding County Memorial 

Hospital Administrator Earl Fitzpatrick and staff, business owner Sally Walker and Gooding 

Senior Center Director Lynn Corbett. Finally, the Gooding Community Review could not have 

happened without the more than 125 community leaders, business owners and residents who 

chose to spend time meeting with members of the Visiting Team. 

The Visiting Team was 

composed of 12 community and 

economic development 

professionals, who were 

recruited based on their 

experience and expertise with 

DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦƻŎǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ. 

They came from local, state and 

federal agencies and from 

nonprofit organizations and 

private consulting firms. A 

biography and contact 

information for each Visiting 

Team member is included as 

Appendix B.  
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The following individuals worked with the Home Team and Visiting Team to coordinate pre-

review planning and on-site logistics: 

¶ Shelby Kerns, Idaho Rural Partnership 

¶ Vickie Winkel, Idaho Rural Partnership 

¶ Brian Dale, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 

¶ Jerry Miller, Idaho Department of Commerce 

¶ Jon Barrett, Clearstory Studios 

Individual Visiting Team members are identified below by focus area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Community Identity team members (left to 

right) Sharon Fisher, focus area leader, Lynn 

Hoffmann and Dick Gardner. 

Community Identity team 

member Julie Oxarango-Ingram. 

Economic Development team members 

Randy Wheatley, Dan Everhart and Jerry 

Miller, focus area leader. 
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Publicity and Public Participation  
Pre-ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛǘȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŀ ŦǊƻƴǘ ǇŀƎŜ άaŀȅƻǊΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜέ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǇǊƛƭ нуΣ нллф, 

Toponis Times that focused on the community review. This column is included as Appendix C. 

9ŘƛǘƻǊ {ŀƭƭȅ ²ŀƭƪŜǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ά9ŘƛǘƻǊΩǎ bƻǘŜέ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ōƻǘǘƻƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦǊƻƴǘ 

page. Notices about the community review were also posted in visible locations in the Gooding 

City Hall. 

Public participation was strong throughout the review. Local folks who participated in the 

various small group meetings were 100 percent engaged and eager to share their perspectives 

and experiences.  Approximately 25 people attended the town hall meeting. 

Economic Development team members 

Jim Scott, Becky Dean, Pat Madarieta, 

focus area leader. 

 

On-site coordinators for the Visiting Team Brian Dale (left) and 

Jon Barrett. 
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But there were a couple of issues related to public participation. Opportunities for the Visiting 

Team to have informal conversations with Gooding residents and young people were limited. 

Whether in the formal stakeholder group meetings or the informal conversations, the Visiting 

Team also had limited interaction with Basque, Hispanic and other ethnic groups in the 

community. Additional interaction of this kind would have been beneficial, given that over 15 

percent ƻŦ DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ IƛǎǇŀƴƛŎΦ 

Review Itinerary  
A complete itinerary for the May 5-8 Gooding Community Review is attached as Appendix D.  
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PART II:  Team Reports 

Community Identity  

Community Concerns and Comments  

Community identity refers to the set of ideas and experiences a community uses to express and 

remember its history, values and sense of place. LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ the community tells itself and the 

larger society about what it is and what is important to it. In other words, what makes Gooding 

Gooding?  It is ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ self-ƛƳŀƎŜΦ Lƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅǎΣ DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ identity is similar to other 

communities in Idaho. In other ways it is what sets Gooding apart. 

Community identity clearly relates to both 

economic development and infrastructure. A 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ǉŀǎǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 

economic development projects including those 

that were most successful and those that did not 

reach their intended goals influences its thinking 

about what is possible. These experiences also 

affect perceptions of what a community can do for 

itself versus what it needs help from outside 

sources to achieve. !ƭǎƻΣ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ 

can be used to build broad consensus around the type of new businesses a community wants to 

encourage and the amenities it chooses to create or improve.  

5ŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōƛƴƎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ identity. Each 

member of the community has his or her own experience, and transcribers are interpreting 

what they are hearing from their unique perspectives. Still, the five members of the community 

identity focus area team can confidently report that a few major themes emerged from 

meetings with about 50 Gooding residents in small stakeholder groups of five to 10 people each. 

The individual groups are identified on page 10. These themes were used as a basis for the 

observations, recommendations and resources that follow.  

Gooding citizens in all of the stakeholder groups and the respondents to the pre-review 

community survey spoke often and eloquently about the safety, peace and quiet and neighbor-

to-neighbor friendliness in Gooding. Other more specific themes are summarized below. 
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Agricultural and Western Heritage 

DƻƻŘƛƴƎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀl and western 

heritage. This heritage continues to evolve due to economic and other factors. It remains an 

ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ identity, expressing itself through various community events ςmany 

of them involving horses ς businesses and values about self-sufficiency and a cooperative, 

helpful spirit.  

At the same time, people who have no direct 

connection to agriculture have moved into the 

area in recent years. Farmers and ranchers are 

pretty practical people. They think in terms of 

functionality. If something breaks, they might 

just hold things together with baling wire and 

call it good. ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǊƻǳƎƘ ŜŘƎŜǎ 

in their communities.  

The presence of the Idaho School for the Deaf 

and the Blind, Gooding Memorial Hospital and 

Walker Center have added a cadre of educated service professionals to this otherwise ag-based 

community. These service professionals and their spouses are going to be more focused on 

quality of life and the amenities that a community offers. Additionally, these institutions bring 

out-of-town visitors to Gooding, who are forming first impressions based on appearances. 

Taking care of appearance and continuing to develop amenities is going to help Gooding be the 

kind of town that attracts skilled workers and employers and keeps retirees, visitors and 

commuters happy. This will also help Gooding become the kind of community that young people 

will want to return to as adults. 

Cultural Diversity 

DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ was also a major topic. The community has significant populations of 

Basques, Portuguese, Peruvians and Hispanics. It seemed the degree to which a group was 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀǎ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊǘ ŀ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ 

been present. For example, the Basque culture is woven into the community fabric. The Basque 

Picnic is an event in which the entire community participates. On the other hand, there were 

ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŀǘƛƴ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŜǎΣ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŀƭǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

same level of formal interaction with the other more established groups. 

Until relatively recently, Gooding was accustomed to having Latino residents on a seasonal 

basis, but that is changing. Latinos are moving into Gooding permanently, getting full-time jobs, 

buying houses and slowly entering the middle class. Some in the majority culture expressed a 

perception that Latinoǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƛȊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ōǳǘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ƴƻ 

interest in learning English. 
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Others told a different story. For example, it was also said the reason more Latinos ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

volunteer at the schools is because they were shy and embarrassed about their perceived lack of 

formal education and about not knowing the language. Those teaching English as a Second 

Language classes said they are always full. The Latino community may not know culturally how 

to go about getting involved in the schools or in the greater ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ 

necessŀǊƛƭȅ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ be involved. 

Building bridges across cultures is vital to creating a safe and inclusive community where all feel 

appreciated and accepted. Gooding cannot afford to be a community of 2,400 Anglos living next 

to 800 Latinos. The full population is needed to keep many local businesses open and thriving. 

Latino purchasing power has been growing much faster than average in recent years. It is in 

ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜǎΦ 

Youth 

People of all ages talked about the qualities in Gooding that make it a great town in which to 

raise a family. The high school students participating in the review were happy to have grown up 

in Gooding. Community leaders and parents can be proud that a high number said they 

intended to either live in Gooding after graduation or return to Gooding after experiencing life 

elsewhere for a period of time. ¢ƘŜȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 

structures, parks and its friendliness. They 

valued community service and seemed open 

to additional opportunities for service were 

they are presented. In the next breath, they 

expressed the time-honored refrain of the 

ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊΥ  άtƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ƛƴ DƻƻŘƛƴƎέ 

ƻǊ άǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻǘ enough to do outside of 

school.έ Youth also expressed a desire for 

more local part-time job opportunities. 

Young people expressed a perception that the 

commuƴƛǘȅΩǎ ȅƻǳǘƘ pregnancy rate is high, though this could not be verified with state statistics. 

Substance abuse is rising with marijuana and alcohol being reported by students as easy to get. 

The North Valley Academy Charter School and its relationship with the Gooding School District 

was by far the most frequently raised youth-related issue. Many expressed their perception that 

everyone in town has an opinion and that it was THE hot-button issue. Some went so far as to 

ǎŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƛǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ. Students discussed bullying that happens on busses ridden 

by both charter school and regular school district students. Charter school kids are easily 

identified because of tƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ŘǊŜǎǎ ŎƻŘŜ. Students from the two high schools also said 

parents were driving the conflict. hƴŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άǊƛŘƛŎǳƭƻǳǎέ ŀƴŘ άƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŀƴŘέ ǘƻ 

describe his take on the situation.  
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Our conversation with school leaders suggested the relations between the charter school and 

the school district are becoming somewhat more cooperative than they were this past winter. 

The passion with which school leaders and residents talk about the issue reflects the priority the 

community places on its responsibility to prepare youth to be productive adults, parents and 

leaders in the 21st Century. Continued civil discourse that respects the interests of each group is 

the key to moving forward. While each side has legitimate self-interests, each side must also be 

sensitive that its actions may have profound impacts on the other. All have an interest in 

sustaining a vibrant and successful education system in Gooding. 

Citizen Engagement 

Citizen engagement refers to how the 

community comes together to build 

consensus, make decisions and act to achieve 

goals. Relationships between city hall, 

businesses, residents and community-based 

organizations are part of citizen engagement. 

In approaching Gooding citizens and leaders, 

focus area team members asked themselves if 

people in Gooding are accurately informed 

about community affairs and feel they can 

play a meaningful role in improving the community. Many communities struggle with such 

questions.  

tŜƻǇƭŜ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ DƻƻŘƛƴƎ. The same people 

step up and the others stay seated. It was said that neighbors tend to rally around neighbors, 

but the community as a whole struggles to come together to find solid solutions to larger 

problems. With competition rising for community development grant funding and funding at all 

levels staying flat at best, it has never been more important to show funding agencies and 

organizations that the community has involved all relevant stakeholders in a collaborative 

fashion in the development of community projects. 

The community has every reason to be proud of several significant accomplishments. The 

completion of the outdoor swimming pool project four years ago is just one example. Donated 

materials and labor allowed the pool to be built for $275,000 rather than the $400,000 to 

$500,000 typical cost of a pool this size. The observations, recommendations and resources in 

this report will help Gooding take advantage of opportunities to continue to complete projects 

by engaging the community in this way. 

 

Physical Amenities 
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/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘƭȅ ŜȄǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǘǎ. 

These include:  

¶ The CCC-built Little Wood River Canal and Wall 

¶ The rodeo and fair grounds 

¶ The downtown and, in particular, ǘƘŜ {ŎƘǳōŜǊǘ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊΣ [ƛƴŎƻƭƴ LƴƴΣ {ŀƭƭȅΩǎ and /ƻƻƪΩǎ 

Food Town among others 

¶ The Idaho School for the Deaf and the Blind  

¶ The various parks in the community 

¶ Home and other structures built with lava rock 

¶ The airport 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎǇŜŎǘ ƻŦ DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ identity that relates to its physical qualities. There is 

plenty of evidence that Gooding residents take pride in taking care of their homes and 

properties. ²ƘƛƭŜ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΣ Ƴŀƴȅ 

respondents to the pre-review survey voiced concern about residential and commercial 

properties being taken over by weeds, dilapidated vehicles and other refuse. 

Community Identity Observations, Recommendations and Resources  

 

OBSERVATION 1:  The qualities that make Gooding a great place to raise kids and 

grandkids are a significant part of the communityΩǎ identity. Continue to reinforce and 

expand these qualities.  

Recommendations 

¶ Enlist service and other organizations to create additional opportunities for youth to be 

mentored by caring, responsible adults. 

¶ Engage youth, parents and other residents in efforts to develop youth-oriented 

amenities and programs. 

¶ Continue to look for ways to include youth in government and community 

organizations. The ongoing creation of the Youth Advisory Council is an excellent start. 

¶ Continue to develop programs and activities for youth through the Fifth Day Coalition to 

prepare students and the community for the change to a four-day school week.  
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Resources 

¶ The Association of Idaho CitiesΩ Youth Engagement Resources is an excellent collection 

of available resources to involve youth in community decision-making and strengthen 

youth and their families, www.idahocities.org/index, (208) 344-8594. 

¶ Mandy Decastro at the city association is an excellent source for advice regarding 

creating a Youth Advisory Council, MDecastro@idahocities.org. Cities that have created 

successful Youth Advisory Councils include Caldwell, Rexburg, Meridian and Eagle. 

¶ Search Institute is an independent 

national nonprofit organization that 

provides leadership, knowledge and 

resources to promote healthy children, 

youth and communities. The institute 

is most known for its 40 Development 

Assets, which are positive experiences 

and personal qualities that young 

people aged 12 to 18 need to grow up 

healthy, caring and responsible, 

www.search-institute.org.  

¶ aƛǎǎƻǳƭŀ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ¢ƘŜŀǘŜǊΣ www.mctinc.org, tour@mctinc.org, (406) 728-1911.  

¶ Idaho Shakespeare Festival has a youth program that was formerly the Idaho Theater 

for Youth, http://www.idahoshakespeare.org/community.html, (208) 429-9908, ext. 3. 

¶ The Cabin, formerly Log Cabin Literary Center has a Mentoring Young Writers in the 

Classroom program, http://thecabinidaho.org.wits.htm, (208) 331-8000. 

¶ άThe Stationέ Youth Recreation Center in Soda Springs is a successful, award-winning, 

volunteer-run youth center housed in the former police station, information available 

though the Soda Springs City Hall,  (208) 547-2600. 

¶ Idaho Department of Commerce Community Development Block Grant Program, 

http://commerce.idaho.gov/communities/block-grants.aspx, Dennis Porter, manager, 

dennis.porter@commerce.idaho.gov, (208) 334-2470. Porter and his team have recently 

helped communities including Deary, Blanchard, Worley and Blaine County explore 

interest in building community centers and will be able to provide local contact 

information as well as funding options. The program has also funded Boys and Girls 

Clubs in Lapwai and Garden City.  

¶ The Tony Hawk Foundation has awarded grants for the construction of skate parks in 

Buhl, McCall and New Meadows, 

http://www.t onyhawkfoundation.org/grant_application.asp. 

¶ The National League of Cities has resources for involving youth in the community, 

www.nlc.org/IYEF.  

¶ National Safety Council has grants that promote safety and health among youth 

including the possible development of a safe greenbelt or recreational/educational trail, 

www.nsc.org/youthsafety.  

http://www.idahocities.org/index
mailto:MDecastro@idahocities.org
http://www.search-institute.org/
http://www.mctinc.org/
mailto:tour@mctinc.org
http://www.idahoshakespeare.org/community.html
http://thecabinidaho.org.wits.htm/
http://commerce.idaho.gov/communities/block-grants.aspx
file:///D:\Local%20Settings\Temporary%20Internet%20Files\Content.IE5\STJ81C7C\dennis.porter@commerce.idaho.gov
http://www.tonyhawkfoundation.org/grant_application.asp
http://www.nlc.org/IYEF
http://www.nsc.org/youthsafety
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¶ Paul G. Allen Foundation provides funding opportunities for investment in youth 

engagement in their communities, www.pgafoundations.com.  

¶ Youth Venture has information about using youth for community needs and helpig 

youth create their own άǾŜƴǘǳǊŜǎέ ōȅ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎŜŜŘ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ www.youthventure.org.  

¶ The Idaho State Department of Education Web site on rural education includes 

extensive information about four-day school weeks, 

http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/ruraleducation/. 

OBSERVATION 2:  DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ Ŏŀƴ ƎǊƻǿ even stronger by embracing 

its ethnic diversity in the way that the community has come to embrace the Deaf and 

Blind School and by building on the existing strong connection between the community 

and the Idaho School for the Deaf and the Blind. 

Recommendations 

¶ Seek out additional opportunities to develop deeper connections between the schoolΩǎ 

leadership, students and families and the community at large. One example would be to 

develop a program to enable students to experience direct contact with horses and the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΦ  

¶ Create a community project to share and document the ethnic heritage, family histories 

and customs of Gooding residents. 

¶ Use formal and informal communication networks such as churches, schools, service 

organizations and employers to make sure people in all groups in the community are 

aware of opportunities to offer their skills and experience in the completion of 

community projects, as Observation 3 suggests.  

¶ Recruit people to existing boards, commissions and committees so they represent the 

ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ 

¶ Create a human relations advisory committee that would seek and provide input on 

ways for the city and county to make Gooding a welcoming home for Latinos and other 

ethnic groups. 

Resources 

¶ Idaho History Center, Kathy Hodges, oral historian, Kathy.hodges@ishs.idaho.gov, (208) 

334-3863,. 

¶ έChanging Faces, Changing Communitiesέ is a publication written by Everyday 

Democracy to help communities face the challenges and meet the opportunities raised 

by the arrival of newcomers including pointers on how to involve public officials, 

http://www.everyday-democracy.org/en/Resource.23.aspx.  

¶ Idaho Human Rights Education Center offers lesson plans and reading lists to help 

teachers in communities with the diversity of Gooding, http://www.idaho-

humanrights.org/Education/education.html, info@Idaho-humanrights.org, (208) 345-

0304.  

http://www.pgafoundations.com/
http://www.youthventure.org/
http://www.sde.idaho.gov/site/ruraleducation/
mailto:Kathy.hodges@ishs.idaho.gov
http://www.everyday-democracy.org/en/Resource.23.aspx
http://www.idaho-humanrights.org/Education/education.html
http://www.idaho-humanrights.org/Education/education.html
mailto:info@Idaho-humanrights.org
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¶ Idaho Inclusiveness Coalition is a non-profit organization formed in 1999 to develop and 

implement strategies for creating inclusive communities in Idaho, 

http://www.idahoincludes.org/, info@idahoincludes.org. 

¶ LŘŀƘƻ tǳōƭƛŎ ¢ŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴΩǎ Web site includes a directory of organizations and agencies 

across Idaho working on diversity-related issues, 

http://idahoptv.org/outreach/diversity/directory.html. It also includes narrative 

examples of human rights and diversity-related actions in Idaho, 

http://idahoptv.org/outreach/diversity/idcmsns.html.  

¶ Gloria Galan, Latina community leader and former member of Twin Falls City Council, 

(208) 734-8297. 

¶ Gladys Esquibel, Burley area Latina community leader, (208) 878-5104. 

¶ Caminemos Juntos ς [ŜǘΩǎ ²ŀƭƪ ¢ƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ς is a non-profit organization in Lincoln County 

formed to bring together Latinos, organize family friendly activities and organize 

volunteers. It is now open to people of all cultures in an effort to bridge cultural divides 

in the community. Delores Vega, (208) 421-2705 or Manuel Rodriguez, (208) 721-7019. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ŦƻǊ 5ŜŀŦ ŀƴŘ .ƭƛƴŘΩǎ aŀǊƛŀƴƴŀ DǊŜŜƴŜ IŜƴǊȅ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 9ǉǳŜǎǘǊƛŀƴ 

Arena may be a source of information and inspiration regarding the use of horses with 

Idaho School for the Deaf and the Blind students, http://www.aidb.org/, (256) 761-

3200. 

¶ The Idaho Community Action Network conducts a number of workshops and training 

sessions on farm worker and immigration issues. http://idahocan.org/, Leo Morales, 

(866) оурπфмпсΦ 

¶ Center for Community and Justice, which works with communities to address education 

and health care issues, may be able to offer cultural awareness training to both the 

Hispanic and Anglo communities,  http://comunidadyjusticia.org/index.html, Sam Byrd, 

(208) отуπмосуΦ 

¶ The city of Caldwell sponsors an annual Farm Worker Appreciation Day, Estella Zamora, 

(208) уулπнплрΦ 

¶ The Jesuit Volunteer Corps program is a national faith-based volunteer organization that 

places recent college graduates with agencies and community organizations working on 

poverty and similar issues, www.jvcnorthwest.org, Emily Jendzejec, area director  

Northwest, (503) 335-8202. 

¶ The United Way of South Central Idaho is offering training sessions and networking 

opportunities regarding various aspects of non-profit organizational development and 

service delivery. Patricia Hansen, Executive Director, director@unitedwayscid.org, (208) 

733-4922. 

http://www.idahoincludes.org/
mailto:info@idahoincludes.org
http://idahoptv.org/outreach/diversity/directory.html
http://idahoptv.org/outreach/diversity/idcmsns.html
http://www.aidb.org/
http://idahocan.org/
http://comunidadyjusticia.org/index.html
http://www.jvcnorthwest.org/
mailto:director@unitedwayscid.org
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OBSERVATION 3:  Using formal and informal communication to educate, solicit 

feedback from and enlist the help of citizens in community projects would promote 

community self-sufficiency, build trust and develop new leadership. Gooding citizens are 

asking to be engaged in this way. 

Recommendations 

¶ Form study circles comprised of residents to openly and creatively discuss community 

issues as needed.  Examples of projects that would make use of and expand the value 

residents place on neighbors supporting neighbors include: 

o The Little Wood River 

o A Clean-Up Gooding and/or Paint the Town day 

o Enhancing and beautifying downtown 

o Fixing and building new sidewalks 

o Improving gardens; creating a community garden 

o Renovating the Schubert Theater (see Appendix E for details) 

¶ Expand use of the cƛǘȅΩǎ Web site to 

convey community information and 

publicize opportunities for citizen 

involvement. 

¶ Develop a local άcurrencyέ or barter 

program citizens can use to trade 

needed skills and services.  

¶ Create one or more community 

bulletin boards.  

¶ Create an informal group of citizens 

representing the major ethnic and cultural groups to generate project ideas to promote 

intercultural understanding and appreciation. This committee could be ad hoc or 

permanent. 

¶ Proivide community mediation training to interested leaders and residents so they, in 

turn, help build consensus between divergent interests. 

Resources 

¶ Everyday Democracy, formerly Study Circles Resource Center, http://www.everyday-

democracy.org/en/index.aspx. Kuna residents have successfully used study circles for 

many years. Zella Johnson, zeltext@msn.com, (208) 871-0696.  

¶ ¢ƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ IƻǊƛȊƻƴǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ has used study circles in many southern and 

southeastern Idaho communities, http://extension.ag.uidaho.edu/horizons/, Barb Petty, 

bpetty@uidaho.edu, (208) 523-4007.  

http://www.everyday-democracy.org/en/index.aspx
http://www.everyday-democracy.org/en/index.aspx
mailto:zeltext@msn.com
http://extension.ag.uidaho.edu/horizons/
mailto:bpetty@uidaho.edu?subject=Horizons
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¶ /ŀƭŘǿŜƭƭΩǎ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ bulletin board includes a community calendar, a list of 

places to go and things to do and a list of community businesses, 

www.aboutcaldwell.com/index.html.  

¶ The city of Rexburg has an excellent monthly community newsletter on the cƛǘȅΩǎ 

homepage. Past issues are also available via archive. http://rexburg.org, (208) 359-3020. 

¶ .ƻƛǎŜ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ aŀȅƻǊΩs Hotline, www.cityofboise.org/Mayor/Hotline/page 

876.aspx, Boise mŀȅƻǊΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ, (208) 384-4422. 

¶ Lincoln County Chatter Blog is an online source of information and opinion sharing 

regarding community affairs in Lincoln County, 

www.lincolncountychatter.blogspot.com. 

¶ άThe World Café:  Shaping Our Futures Through Conversations That Matterέ by Juanita 

Brown with David Issacs, Berrett-Koehler Publishers, 2005, outlines an innovative 

approach to discovering collective wisdom through open civic dialogue, 

www.theworldcafe.com.  

¶ άReframing Public Participation:  Strategies for the 21st Centuryέ published in άPlanning 

Theory and Practice,έ Vol. 5. No. 4, December 2004, makes the case that legally required 

participation methods in the U.S. not only do not meet most basic goals for public 

participation, but they are also counterproductive, causing mistrust, 

www.csus.edu/ccp/publications/Reframing_Public_Participation_Final.pdf.  

¶ άDƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ CǊƻƳ {ŀǘǳǊƴΧΧ/ƛǘƛȊŜƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ WǳǇƛǘŜǊΥ  {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ wŜŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ 

Citizens and Governmentέ published June 1998 by the Municipal Research and Services 

Center in Washington State University is full of strategies the city could use to reconnect 

with citizens. Contact information for all strategies is provided 

http://www.mrsc.org/Publications/srcgtxt.pdf. 

¶ άThe Great Good Place: Cafes, Coffee Shops, Bookstores, Bars, Hair Salons, and Other 

Hangouts at the Heart of a Communityέ by Ray Oldenburg describes the importance of 

gathering places within communities. The book and its author are described on the Web 

site of the Project for Public Spaces, 

http://www.pps.org/info/placemakingtools/placemakers/roldenburg.  

¶ Idaho Nonprofit Center, http://www.idahononprofits.org, Lynn Hoffmann, executive 

director, lhoffmann@idahononprofits.org, (208) 424-2229. 

¶ άFostering Dialogue Across Divides:  A Nuts and Bolts Guide from the Public 

Conversations Projectέ is an excellent 2006 publication available to download or 

purchase, http://www.publicconversations.org/node/99.  

¶ The Lincoln County Community Justice Coalition develops and coordinates capacities 

related to restorative justice, a community-integrated approach to probation programs 

and law enforcement generally in Lincoln County. The Coalition also seeks to educate 

the public through training sessions, events, newsletters and flyers about current issues 

including substance abuse, regional gangs and conflict resolution/mediation and to use 

methods and best practices to help victims of crime through their ordeals as well as to 

http://www.aboutcaldwell.com/index.html
http://rexburg.org/
http://www.cityofboise.org/Mayor/Hotline/page%20876.aspx
http://www.cityofboise.org/Mayor/Hotline/page%20876.aspx
http://www.cityofboise.org/Mayor/Hotline/page%20876.aspx
http://www.lincolncountychatter.blogspot.com/
http://www.theworldcafe.com/
http://www.csus.edu/ccp/publications/Reframing_Public_Participation_Final.pdf
http://www.mrsc.org/Publications/srcgtxt.pdf
http://www.pps.org/info/placemakingtools/placemakers/roldenburg
http://www.idahononprofits.org/
mailto:lhoffmann@idahononprofits.org
http://www.publicconversations.org/node/99
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facilitate community discussions about hot-button issues. Magistrate Mark Ingram, 

julieingram@cableone.net, (208) 886-2466. 

¶ Consensus Building Institute is a Cambridge, Mass.-based organization that has worked 

with hundreds of groups to build consensus, resolve conflict and produce mutually 

beneficial agreements. It offers training and direct consensus building services. Its new 

online course on resolving land use disputes is at  

http://www.cbuilding.org/2007/08/28/consensus-building-institute-presents-online-

course/. 

¶ Leadership Idaho Agriculture, a leadership development program for leaders in 

agriculture and in rural communities, http://www.leadershipidahoag.org/, Rick Waitley, 

(208) 888-0988. 

¶ Northwest Community Development Institute, a leadership development program for 

community and economic development leaders, 

https://secure.meetingsystems.com/nwcdi/, Gloria Mabbutt, 

Gloria.mabbutt@commerce.idaho.gov, (208) 334-2650, ext. 2139.  

¶ Information about creating a community barter network is at 

http://www.ehow.com/how_4887994_create-local-online-barter-network.html.  

¶ Led by a local church, a successful community barter system has been created in 

Brewster, Mass., and is discussed in an article, 

http://www.wickedlocal.com/brewster/archive/x1397979015.  

OBSERVATION 4:  DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ƛǎ another important 

element of the ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ identity. Continue to celebrate and publicize this heritage.  

Recommendations 

¶ Support the development of a 

permanent structure to house 

the Cowboy Hall of Fame. 

Further, the Visiting Team 

recommends priority be given 

to identifying an existing 

building with historic value to 

house the hall. 

¶ Through marketing and 

infrastructure improvements, 

support the development of 

value-added agricultural and 

western heritage products in 

the area. 

¶ Encourage local growers and dairy operators to work together to develop local farm 

tours. 

mailto:julieingram@cableone.net
http://www.cbuilding.org/2007/08/28/consensus-building-institute-presents-online-course/
http://www.cbuilding.org/2007/08/28/consensus-building-institute-presents-online-course/
http://www.leadershipidahoag.org/
https://secure.meetingsystems.com/nwcdi/
mailto:Gloria.mabbutt@commerce.idaho.gov
http://www.ehow.com/how_4887994_create-local-online-barter-network.html
http://www.wickedlocal.com/brewster/archive/x1397979015
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¶ Develop a permanent public art project or program to ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ŀƴŘ 

agricultural heritage. 

¶ Consider reforming the Gooding Grange. 

Resources 

¶ Idaho Ag in the Classroom, http://www.idahoaitc.org/index.html, Rick Waitley, 

state director, rcwaitley@spro.net, (208) 888-0988.  

¶ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘǎ ŀƴŘ !ƎǊƛ¢ƻǳǊƛǎƳΣ LŘŀƘƻ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƎǊƛculture, Lacey 

Menasco, lmenasco@agri.idaho.gov.  

¶ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ .ƻǳƴǘȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŘŜǾƻǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƴƎ ǎustainable farmers with consumers, 

http://www.idahosbounty.org/, James Reed is the Magic Valley coordinator, 

jreed@idahosbounty.org. 

¶ Idaho State Grange will help expand existing granges and revive others, Donald Billmire, 

master, Idaho State Grange, idahostategrange@qwestoffice.net.  

¶ Idaho Commission for the Arts provides grants and other resources to local 

organizations, Michelle Coleman, community development director, 

michelle.coleman@arts.idaho.gov. 

¶ See the economic development focus area for additional resource related to developing 

value-added agricultural products. 

Economic Development  

Community Concerns and Comments  

Economic development includes supporting the growth of existing businesses, assisting current 

residents who want to start a new business and attracting new businesses to the community. 

The economic development focus area team met with six stakeholder groups during the 

community review. The community concerns and comments fall under the following themes. 

Desire for More andBetter Jobs 

Gooding residents and leaders would like to see increases in the availability and quality of local 

jobs. Business owners told us that professionals have turned down opportunities to work and 

live in Gooding because suitable employment opportunities were not available for spouses. 

Specific goods and services residents would like to see more of include hotel and motel 

accommodations, entertainment options and overall quality and variety of goods in retail stores. 

http://www.idahoaitc.org/index.html
mailto:rcwaitley@spro.net
mailto:lmenasco@agri.idaho.gov
http://www.idahosbounty.org/
mailto:jreed@idahosbounty.org
mailto:idahostategrange@qwestoffice.net
mailto:michelle.coleman@arts.idaho.gov
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Little Wood River Canal and Floodplain 

ά¢ƘŜ ǊƛǾŜǊέ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ DƻƻŘƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƎŀǾŜ ǿƘŜƴ 

asked to identify what they thought was the number one economic development issue in the 

community. The river wall and the designated floodplain came up repeatedly with respect to 

economic development but also in the context of infrastructure and community identity.  

The floodplain was a concern because development and insurance are more expensive in the 

100-year floodplain as designated by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in 1984. 

The Visiting Team learned that the 3.6- 

mile Little Wood River retaining wall was 

built with hand hewn and laid basalt in 

1935 by the Civilian Conservation Corps. It 

is eligible for the National Register of 

Historic Places for its association with a 

New Deal Era water management project. 

¢ƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜǎ ǎǇŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

canal also have architectural qualities 

worthy of protection. 

Everyone involved in the review expressed at least some desire to have recreational 

opportunities along the river. Most spoke in terms of having a pathway or interpretive walkway 

along the river. A few people were creative and suggested ways people could start playing on 

the river such as floating on inner tubes or in kayaks.  

Marketing Beyond Gooding City Limits 

In conversations about economic development, the team began to realize that potential 

business partners, prospective residents and tourists outside the communitȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ 

to information about the existing businesses, infrastructure, excellent recreational amenities 

and annual community events offered in Gooding and surrounding areas. 

Housing and Other Amenities Desired by 

Prospective New Residents  

GoodƛƴƎΩǎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǎǘƻŎƪ ƛǎ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ƻƭŘŜǊ ƘƻƳŜǎ 

that lack some of the amenities and the energy efficiency 

found in newer construction, complicating efforts to 

recruit highly skilled employees to the area. It is also 

important to note historic housing stock can often 

ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ 

place. The same applies to entertainment, cultural and education opportunities.  
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Economic development assets Gooding residents and business owners are particularly proud of 

include: 

¶ The soon-to-be completed hospital 

¶ Access to rail and road-based freight transportation 

¶ The airport and its ability to accommodate small jets 

¶ The industrial park 

¶ The dairy industry 

¶ Idaho School for the Deaf and the Blind 

¶ The Walker Center 

¶ Proximity to public lands and major federal installations such as the Idaho National 

Laboratory and Mountain Home Air Force Base   

¶ Relatively healthy downtown with its historic structures, especially the Schubert Theater 

Economic Development  Observations, Recommendations and Resources  

 

OBSERVATION 1:  Prospective new employers, new customers and economic 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜ DƻƻŘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ǊŜŀƭ ŜǎǘŀǘŜΣ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƳŜƴƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

Recommendations 

¶ Gooding needs to create a business directory to foster business attraction by making 

potential new businesses aware of the services, sub-contractors and suppliers available 

in the community. To share costs, Gooding might want to partner with the cities of 

Wendell, Hagerman and Bliss in creating this directory. It may be possible to sell ad 

space in the directory to help fund updates and future printings. 

¶ Gooding should develop a one-stop-shop city Web site. This Web site should, at the very 

least, contain an online business directory, a community profile highlighting information 

important to the business community such as infrastructure capacity and demographic 

information, contact information for the Rural Magic Valley Economic Development 

Association, city ordinances and procedures, recreational opportunities and community 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ  {ǳŎƘ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƻŦ ŀǎ ŀ άǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ center.έ 

¶ Local real estate agents should be encouraged to place available commercial and 

ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƭŀƴŘ ƻƴ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ Gem State Prospector Web site. This Web site 

is free and combines the property listing with maps and demographic statistics that 

interest companies looking for new locations. 
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Resources 

¶ ¦{5!Ωǎ wǳǊŀƭ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ business 

directories for communities across Idaho, http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/id/rbs.htm. 

Randy Wheatley, randy.wheatley@id.usda.gov, (208) 436-0116. 

¶ The Lost Rivers Economic Development Organization in eastern Idaho, with help from 

USDA Rural Development, created a regional business directory that could serve as a 

model for a Gooding directory,  Michelle Holt, lred@atcnet.net, (208) 527-3060. 

¶ The city of Jerome has a Web site that combines city, community and economic 

development information, http://www.ci.jerome.id.us/, (208) 324-8189.  

¶ The state of IdahoΩǎ ¢ǊŀǾŜƭ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ DǊŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ōǳƛƭŘ ƭƻŎŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ Web 

sites promoting tourism and hospitality businesses. These funds might help leverage 

other resources or cost share a city-economic development Web site, 

http://www.commerce.idaho.gov/travel/grant-program/. Cathy Bourner, 

cathy.bourner@commerce.idaho.gov, (208) 334-2470. 

¶ Gem State Prospector, Idaho Department of Commerce, 

http://gemstateprospector.com, Jerry Miller, jerry.miller@commerce.idaho.gov, (208) 

334-2470, ext 2143.  

¶ Lincoln County Resource Guide/Website Group, http://www.lccrossroads.org/.  

OBSERVATION 2:  DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ŦƭƻƻŘǇƭŀƛƴ, federally delineated in 1984, makes 

property development and ownership more expensive than in neighboring cities, 

putting the community at a competitive disadvantage. 

Recommendations 

¶ The city should investigate options for obtaining a flood map revision from the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency. Revising the flood map covering the community may 

reduce the size of the floodplain footprint, thereby reducing insurance cost to property 

owners and dismantling a barrier to bringing new housing and other development to the 

community.  

¶ Clearly and fully document the flood control measures and all other factors that give the 

city reason to believe the actual floodplain is smaller than shown on the 1984 map. 

Resources 

¶ FEMA Map Assistance Center, 

http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/fmc_main.shtm, and Map Service Center, 

http://msc.fema.gov,  (877) 336-2627.  

¶ Mary McGown, Floodplain Coordinator, Idaho Department of Water Resources, 

mmcgown@idwr.state.id.us, (208) 287-4928.  

¶ Work with the U.S. Army Corps of EngineersΩ Walla Walla District floodplain mapping 

program, Tracy Schwarz, tracy.schwarz@usace.army.mil, (509) 527-7522.  

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/id/rbs.htm
mailto:randy.wheatley@id.usda.gov
mailto:lred@atcnet.net
http://www.ci.jerome.id.us/
http://www.commerce.idaho.gov/travel/grant-program/
mailto:cathy.bourner@commerce.idaho.gov
http://gemstateprospector.com/
mailto:jerry.miller@commerce.idaho.gov
http://www.lccrossroads.org/
http://www.fema.gov/plan/prevent/fhm/fmc_main.shtm
http://msc.fema.gov/
mailto:mmcgown@idwr.state.id.us
mailto:tracy.schwarz@usace.army.mil
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¶ Mitch Silvers, office of Senator Mike Crapo in Lewiston, has been involved in floodplain 

delineation issues in Caldwell and Kellogg/Silver Valley areas, 

mitch_silvers@crapo.senate.gov, (208) 743-1492. 

¶ Idaho Bureau of Homeland Security, David Jackson, Mitigation Program Manager, (208) 

422-3047. 

OBSERVATION 3:  Some employers are finding it difficult to recruit and retain qualified 

employees, while some highly skilled workers are choosing not to relocate to Gooding 

due to a real or perceived lack of professional employment opportunities for spouses 

and other factors such as education and housing. 

Recommendations 

¶ Community input should be solicited to help determine the future of the soon-to-be 

vacant hospital site. Some ideas for the reuse include a mental health clinic, assisted 

living services, a College of Southern Idaho satellite campus with an emphasis on 

medical and veterinary courses, an institute for the research and development of 

assistance devices for hearing- and sight-impaired individuals and a training center for 

service or assistance animals. Assuming that the facility remains in public or non-profit 

ownership, repairs and enhancements to the old hospital may be eligible for either the 

Idaho Gem Grant or Idaho Community Development Block Grant programs. A planning 

grant for adaptive re-ǳǎŜ Ƴŀȅ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ¦{5! wǳǊŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΩǎ wural 

Business Opportunity Grant program. 

¶ The Gooding Chamber of Commerce should broaden its focus and help local businesses 

connect with training and resources. This might be accomplished by hosting luncheons 

ƻǊ άōǊƻǿƴ ōŀƎƎŜǊǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǇŜŀƪŜǊǎ ƻƴ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ƻŦ benefit to both retail and non-retail 

establishments. Since businesses in both Gooding and nearby Wendell serve customers 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ it might be worth creating a partnership between the two 

chambers to cosponsor business training opportunities.  

¶ DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ 

look for ways to provide students with 

work skills and practical experience. 

This might take the form of an 

internship program that exposes 

students to the skills and training they 

will need to obtain to succeed in the 

workplace. At the same time, a 

mentoring program may help local 

businesses fill the skill gap. A junior 

entrepreneur program such as the 

Rural Enterprise Action Learning program could go a long way to fostering future leaders 

and new businesses. A number of rural school districts in Idaho have fostered 

mailto:mitch_silvers@crapo.senate.gov
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entrepreneurship through school-based enterprises. Creating practical learning 

opportunities will help raise the perceived quality of the school system. 

¶ While market forces will determine the pace of new housing development, there are 

things the city could do to promote the creation of contemporary housing. First, the city 

should make its planning and building regulations user friendly. This might include the 

creation of a checklist to help persons who are looking for permits and approvals. 

Another step in this direction would be to make all city ordinances available on the 

Internet. Third, the city should consider offering incentives to the builderǎ ƻŦ άgreen 

buildings.έ Incentives could take the form of discounted permits or connection fees. The 

benefit to the city might be in the form of higher tax revenues due to the premium 

values associated wiǘƘ άƎǊŜŜƴ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴέ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎǎ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ 

city services. Historic housing can also be made more sustainable without losing the 

important characteristics which give it value. 

¶ Gooding business should be encouraged to pursue government contracting 

opportunities. The city or chamber could sponsor a government contracting training 

session. The city should explore the possibility of becoming an Historically Underutilized 

Business Zone through the U.S. Small Business Administration. Businesses located in a 

HUB zone have an inside track obtaining government contracts. 

Resources 

¶ A number of chambers of commerce across Idaho provide training opportunities for 

business. The Boise chamber sponsors resource meetings where businesses are 

introduced to the services offered by agencies like the Idaho Small Business 

Development Center, Idaho Department of Commerce and Small Business 

Administration, http://www.boisechamber.org, Jason Schultz, 

jschultz@boisechamber.org, (208) 472-5217. 

¶ Rural Development Initiatives is a Eugene, Ore.-based nonprofit organization that helps 
towns and rural partnerships develop and diversify their economies by creating 
inclusive, long-term strategies and identifying and managing crucial projects. It conducts 
community training sessions on leadership, effective organizations and other topics in 
both English and Spanish. Its work is focused in Oregon but also reaches six western 
states including Idaho and British Columbia, http://www.rdiinc.org/, Noelle Colby-Rotell, 
nrotell@rdiinc.org, (208) 954-9564. Also, Visiting Team member Dick Gardner is an 
Idaho-based contract trainer for the organization. 

¶ ¢ƘŜ wǳǊŀƭ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ LƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΩǎ Web site tells the Lincoln County, Ore., success story 
of the youth entrepreneurship project. Students formed the KayakShack business with 
the help from their school and the Connecting Oregon for Rural Entrepreneurship) 
project, www.rdiinc.org.  

¶ The Kellogg School District operates a school-to-work program that offers job mentoring 

and vocational training, http://www.ksd391.org/stw/. Sandra Pommerening, 

sandra.pommerening@Tksd391.org, (208) 784-1348.  

¶ Clearwater County Economic Development, in cooperation with the Orofino School 

District, offers entrepreneur training in the high school, 

http://www.boisechamber.org/
mailto:jschultz@boisechamber.org
http://www.rdiinc.org/
mailto:nrotell@rdiinc.org
http://www.rdiinc.org/
http://www.ksd391.org/stw/
mailto:sandra.pommerening@Tksd391.org
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http://www.clearwatercounty.org/?EconomicDevelopment. Chris St Germaine, 

cceds@orofino-id.com, (208) 476-9829.  

¶ The city of Eagle Web site is a very good example of a customer-friendly way to explain 

city regulations, http://www.cityofeagle.com/. 

¶ Other cities that have excellent online ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴΩǎ guides for various permitting 

processes and development activities including Caldwell and /ƻŜǳǊ ŘΩ!ƭŜƴŜ, 

http://cityofcaldwell.com/page/33550/, (208) 455-3021 and 

http://coeurdaleneidaho.org, (208) 769-2240. 

¶ The Environmental Protection Agency maintains a list of grants and incentives used by 

cities to promote green building construction, 

http://www.epa.gov/greenbuilding/tools/funding.htm. 

¶ The Idaho Office of Energy Resources maintains a ƎƻƻŘ ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ άDǊŜŜn BuildƛƴƎέ 

resources and incentives, http://www.energy.idaho.gov/financialassistance/, Terry 

Hoebelheinrich, (208) 287-4899.  

¶ Preservation Idaho offers tips to make historic homes more sustainable, 

http://www.preservationnation.org/issues/sustainability/green-home-tips.html.  

¶ The Idaho Department of Commerce Idaho Business Networks helps businesses pursue 

government contracting opportunities, 

http://www.commerce.idaho.gov/business/government-contracting.aspx. Sundi Neely, 

sundi.neely@commerce.idaho.gov, (208) 334-2470. 

¶ HUB Zone Certification, https://eweb1sp.sba.gov/hubzone/internet/, Larry Demirelli, 

larry.demirelli@sba.gov, (208) 334-9004. 

¶ Idaho Community Development Block Grant can fund hospital redevelopment, 

http://www.commerce.idaho.gov/communities/block-grants.aspx, Pat Madarieta, 

pat.madarieta@commerce.idaho.gov. 

¶ Idaho Gem Grant program for hospital redevelopment, 

http://www.commerce.idaho.gov/communities/idaho-gem-grants.aspx, Jerry Miller, 

jerry.miller@commerce.idaho.gov, (208) 334-2470, ext. 2143. 

¶ The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban DevelopmentΩǎ Federal Housing 

!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ нпн ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƛƴŀƴŎŜ ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 

construction and improvement projects, 

http://www.hud.gov/offices/hsg/hsgmove/hotm0515.cfm. Jerry Royster, (208) 334-

1088, ext. 3017. 

¶ The Idaho Health Facilities Authority offers low interest loans for health care facilities, 

http://www.idhfa.org/ . Shelley Shannon, (208) 342-8772. 

¶ ¦{5!Ωǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘy Facilities Program offers low-interest loans for the construction of 

health care and other public facilities, http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/id/wwgrant.pdf. 

Becky Dean, becky.dean@id.usda.gov, (208) 436-0116. 

¶ Southern Idaho Economic Development, http://www.southernidaho.org/main.asp, Jan 

Rodgers, executive director, janrsiedo@aol.com, (208) 324-7408. 
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OBSERVATION 4:  The development of publicly and privately-owned amenities 

combined with additional marketing would generate income by helping Gooding 

become a hub of tourist activities. 

Recommendations 

¶ Gooding should develop both online and printed tourism marketing materials. ! άǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ 

ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ŎŜƴǘŜǊέ ƻƴ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ƻǊ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ Web site would go a long way 

toward letting the outside world know about everything Gooding has to offer. Printed 

materials such as a brochure could be strategically distributed to big city hotels, 

welcome centers and other visitor centers across southern Idaho. 

¶ Develop a ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ kiosk. The kƛƻǎƪ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ŏƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǇŀƴŜƭǎ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀΩǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ as 

well as an information rack for brochures and business advertising. An ideal location for 

the kiosk is the northeast corner of the intersection of State Highway 46 and U.S. 

Highway 26.  

¶ Study the feasibility of a new full-service motel. ¢ƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ DƻƻŘƛƴƎ 

would be served by a contemporary, nationally-branded motel but whether such a 

facility could generate enough revenue to make business sense. Ideally the businesses 

that could benefit from a new motel --  the fairgrounds, Walker Center, Idaho School for 

the Deaf and the Blind and restaurants -- should form a partnership to commence a 

motel feasibility study. 

¶ Both on- and off-river activities are big business in Idaho. The community should look 

for ways to make the Wood River accessible to the casual user. Accessibility might take 

ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƛǾŜǊ ǿŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘƛǾŜ ǎƛƎƴǎΣ ōŜƴŎƘŜǎ ƻǊ άǇǳǘ ƛƴǎέ ŀƴŘ άǘŀƪŜ ƻǳǘǎέ ŦƻǊ 

floating. 

¶ The Gooding County fairgrounds are ideally suited to host concerts and festivals. The 

ability to accommodate 3,000 spectators may be attractive to smaller national and 

regional touring acts.  

¶ The success of Ballard Cheese as both a producer of artisan cheeses and as a visitor 

attraction highlights the potential that specialty food production holds for Gooding 

County. The creation of a countyǿƛŘŜ ά!Ǌǘƛǎŀƴ CƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ²ƛƴŜ ¢Ǌŀƛƭέ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ ǘƻǳǊƛǎƳ 

hit. Establishing the trail would entail creating of a brochure and web page with maps, 

directions and hours of operation. Additionally, signs promoting the trail could be placed 

along the major highways. 
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Resources 

¶ The Idaho Department of Commerce has programs to support tourism development, 

http://commerce.idaho.gov/travel/ including the Idaho Travel Council Grant Program 

that provides funding for the creation of visitor-oriented Web sites and brochures. 

Cathy Bourner, cathy.bourner@commerce.idaho.gov. 

¶ Idaho Travel Grant Program, http://www.commerce.idaho.gov/travel/grant-program/. 

¶ ¦{5!Ωǎ wǳǊŀƭ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ DǊŀƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

creation of marketing materials and the construction ƻŦ ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƪƛosk, 

http://www.rurd ev.usda.gov/id/rbs.htm, Randy Wheatley, 

randy.wheatley@id.usda.gov, (208) 436-0116. 

¶ The Kooskia Chamber of Commerce hosts a Web site targeted for both economic 

development and tourism. On the Web site is a picture of its ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƪƛƻǎƪ, Kooskia 

Chamber of Commerce, http://www.kooskia.com/, kooskiachamber@qroidaho.net, 

(208) 926-4362. 

¶ The city of St. Maries built ŀ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊΩǎ ƪƛƻǎƪ ǿƛǘh a grant from the U.S. Forest Service as a 

demonstration project for small diameter wood, Kim Schwanz, Timber Plus, 

timberplus@smgazette.com, (208) 245-2239. 

¶ ¦{5!Ωǎ wǳǊŀƭ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊise Program has funded a number of lodging feasibility 

studies across Idaho, http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/id/rbs.htm, Randy Wheatley, 

randy.wheatley@id.usda.gov, (208) 436-0116. 

¶ Two Degrees Northwest is a cultural tourism effort based in north central Idaho and 

southwestern Washington coordinated by the University of Idaho Extension, 

http://www.2dnw.org/, Lori Higgins, director, Higgins@uidaho.edu, (208) 885-9717. 

¶ ! ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƻŦ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǊǳǊŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǎȅǎǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ 

model for creating a river walk in Gooding including St. Anthony, which created a trail 

ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ IŜƴǊȅΩs Fork of the Snake River,city of St. Anthony, 

city@cityofstanthony.org, (208) 624-3494. 

¶ The Conservation Fund in cooperation with Kodak Corp. offers grants for the creation 

and improvement of trails and walkways, 

http://www.conservationfund.org/kodak_awards 

¶ The non-profit organization Bikes Belong offers grants to help communities develop 

trails, http://www.bikesbelong.org/grants. 

¶ One of the best ways to attract concerts and other events is to establish a relationship 

with event promoters such as Bravo Entertainment, Mark Dinerstein, senior talent 

buyer, mark@knittingfactory.com , (208) 343-8883 ext 107.  

¶ The Boise-based International Events and Festival Association may be able offer help 

and advice on attracting events and festivals to the Gooding Fairgrounds, 

Http://www.ifea.com/, (208) 433-0950. 

http://commerce.idaho.gov/travel/
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¶ The Idaho Department of Agriculture offers a free handbook entitled Starting a Specialty 

Foods Business, ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ Web site,  

http://www.agri.state.id.us/Categories/Marketing/Documents/specialtyfoodbook.pdf.  

¶ A North Carolina-based organization called Handmade in America may serve as a model 

for creating a specialty food trail, anf ehile Handmade is built around the arts, many of 

its ideas and resources could be easily applied to specialty foods, 

http://www.handmadeinamerica.org/. Geraldine Plato, 

gplato@handmadeinamerica.org, (828) 252-0121. 

¶ USDA Value Added Producer Grant program provides funding to help eligible 

independent producers of agricultural commodities, agricultural producer groups, 

farmer and rancher cooperatives and majority-controlled producer-based business 

ventures develop business plans and strategies to create viable marketing opportunities. 

Grants facilitate greater participation in emerging markets and new markets for value-

added products, http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/vadg.htm, Randy Wheatley, 

randy.wheatley@id.usda.gov, (208) 436-0116.  

¶ LŘŀƘƻ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ !ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜΩǎ LŘŀƘƻ tǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ® Program, 

www.idahopreferred.com, and Marketing Division, 

http://www.idahoag.us/Categories/Marketing/indexMarketing.php, are great resources 

for marketing local agricultural products. 

¶ Southern Idaho Tourism, Debbie Dane, executive director, ddane@csi.edu, (208) 732-

5569.  

¶ Idaho State Parks and Recreation offers grants for recreation projects, particularly if 

they are multipurpose and attract multiple audiences, 

http://parksandrecreation.idaho.gov/aboutus/grants.aspx.  

OBSERVATION 5:  Downtown 

Gooding has many historic buildings. 

The gem in the crown is the historic 

Schubert Theater. Its restoration 

would create a destination for 

lectures, plays and live 

performances. While most of the 

storefronts along State Highway 46 

are occupied, there appear to be 

several vacant properties one block 

to the east and west of the state 

highway. Some downtowns have attempted to create a consistent, unified άǘƘŜƳŜέ ǿƛǘƘ 

mixed results. ¢ƘŜ ±ƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ¢ŜŀƳ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻƻŘƛƴƎΩǎ άǘƘŜƳŜέ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ 

involve the creation of ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ history or current identity. 

It should be based on the history embodied by your own unique historic structures. Off 

http://www.agri.state.id.us/Categories/Marketing/Documents/specialtyfoodbook.pdf
http://www.handmadeinamerica.org/
mailto:gplato@handmadeinamerica.org
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Main Street the Visiting Team heard a lot of discussion from the business community 

about inconsistent code enforcement and a need for beautification.  

Recommendations 

¶ The city of Gooding should commission a downtown revitalization study to look at 

improvements, generate cost estimates and gather community input and support for 

downtown improvements. 

¶ DƻƻŘƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻƪ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ LŘŀƘƻΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ άƎǊŜŜƴέ Řƻǿƴǘƻǿƴ with solar-

powered street lighting and a revolving loan fund to help building owners leverage 

incentives for improving energy efficiency depending on technology and its connection 

to the grid. Solar-powered streetlights during the summer months could generate 

revenue through net metering. Recycling bins and benches constructed from recycled 

materials could add to the ambiance of the green downtown.  

¶ At the very least, Gooding should create a walking tour highlighting its history and 

significant historic buildings. The installation of locally created public art would be a nice 

additional touch. 

¶ During the summer months the 

community should consider 

bringing more events to the 

downtown. Art shows, farmersΩ 

markets, car shows, geocaching , 

and a street dance are just a few 

examples of events that could 

boost traffic and attract visitors to 

the community. 

¶ The city should organize volunteers 

to help clean up the community. 

Volunteers could be deployed to 

assist disabled and elderly residents rake, paint, and complete minor repairs. 

¶ A community beautification cooperative could be created. It would divert donations 

otherwise directed to youth groups and sports teams into a consolidated fund whose 

custodians would then offer designated projects at a specified price to youth groups and 

sports teams that could perform these community services to receive money from the 

fund. 

¶ Becoming a Certified Local Government will give the city access to expert technical 

advice from the State Historic Preservation Office, the National Park Service, the 

National Trust for Historic Preservation and the National Main Street Center. It will also 

make the community eligible for funding from these same agencies and organizations. 

¶ The community should support the renovation and re-opening of the Schubert Theater. 

(See Appendix E) 
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¶ If one does not currently exist, Gooding could establish a community service 

requirement in the middle and high schools, perhaps in conjunction with the Fifth Day 

program. 

¶ Well-kept and improved properties could be recognized. This could take the form of an 

award for best looking property or most improved property, for example. 

¶ Building safety codes should be aggressively and consistently enforced against those 

violators who habitually fail to cooperate with community beautification standards. 

¶ An attractive entryway with trees and signage should be created on the south side of 

Gooding  at the intersection of U.S. Highway 26 and Idaho Highway 46. 

Resources 

¶ ¦{5!Ωǎ wǳǊŀƭ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ 9ƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜ DǊŀƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŦǳƴŘ a downtown 

revitalization study, http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/id/rbs.htm, Randy Wheatley, 

randy.wheatley@id.usda.gov, (208) 436-0116. 

¶ The Idaho Gem Grant program can help fund downtown revitalization initiatives, 

http://www.commerce.idaho.gov/communities/idaho-gem-grants.aspx, Jerry Miller, 

jerry.miller@commerce.idaho.gov, (208) 334-2470 ext 2143.  

¶ Once a revitalization plan is in place, Idaho Community Development Block Grant funds 

may be used for capital improvements, 

http://www.commerce.idaho.gov/communities/block-grants.aspx, Pat Madarieta, 

pat.madarieta@commerce.idaho.gov, (208) 334-2470. 

¶ Idaho Power offers energy audits and a grant program that could help implement a 

downtown revitalization project, 

http://www.idahopower.com/energycenter/energyefficiency/programsSummary.htm, 

http://www.idahopower.com/NewsCommunity/Community/Involvement/default.cfm, 

Dan Olmstead, dolmstead@idahopower.com, (208) 324-3442. 

¶ Information about becoming a Certified Local Government is available at 

http://nps.gov/history/hps/clg and through the Idaho State Historic Preservation Office, 

http://www.idahohistory.net/shpo.html. As the statewide CLG coordinator, Anne 

Swanson at the State Historic Preservation Office can answer any questions, 

Ann.Swanson@ishs.idaho.gov, (208) 334-3861 ext 104. A booklet about how to become 

a CLG is at  http://www.idahohistory.net/CLG_PROGRAM_BOOKLET.pdf.  

¶ Idaho Heritage Trust can conduct research for historic preservation funding and 

resources, Gaetha Pace, Gaetha@mindspring.com, (208) 549-1778. 

¶ Preservation Idaho, www.preservationidaho.org/index.shtml, 

info@preservationidaho.org, (208) 424-5111. 

¶ The Federal Historic Preservation Tax Incentives program can assist with the restoration 

of the Schubert Theater, http://www.nps.gov/history/hps/tps/tax/index.htm. 

¶ The National Trust for Historic Preservation and its National Trust Preservation Fund, 

http://www.preservationnation.org/resources/find-funding. 
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¶ Jerry Myers, Pocatello-based Myers-Anderson Architects, has extensive experience with 

the federal tax credit/incentives program, (208) 232-3741 

¶ The Wilson Theater in Rupert is an excellent example of a historic community theater 

restored by a multi-year community effort. Chris Jackson, (208) 436-2787. 

¶ University of Idaho College of Art and Architecture. Wendy McClure, 

wmcclure@uidaho.edu and Rula Awwad Rafferty, rulaa@uidaho.edu, are two faculty 

members who frequently work with communities on community design and downtown 

revitalization issues. 

¶ Boise Neighborhood Housing Services sponsors both άRake up Boiseέ and άPaint the 

Townέ programs for low income and disabled residents, http://www.nhsid.org/. Lynn 

Cundick, (208) 343-4065. 

¶ Idaho Department of Lands Community Forestry Program assists communities with tree 

planting and beautification projects, 

http://www.idl.idaho.gov/bureau/community_forestry/contacts/index. David 

Stephenson, community forest coordinator, (208) 666-8621. 

¶ The Arbor Day Foundation is the home of ǘƘŜ ά¢ǊŜŜ /ƛǘȅ ¦{!έ program under which 23 

Idaho cities received assistance and recognition, 

http://www.arborday.org/programs/treeCityUSA/index.cfm.  

¶ The Idaho Commission on the Arts grants are available to promote art activities in rural 

communities, http://arts.idaho.gov.  

¶ USDA 504 Housing Program to help low-income residents with home repairs and 

weatherization, http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/sfh/brief_repairgrant.htm, USDA Rural 

Development Housing Programs, Twin Falls Service Center, (208) 436-0116. 

¶ The Accessibility Improvement Program can help pay to make homes handicapped 

accessible, http://www.idaholifecenter.org/, Mickey Palmer, (208) 232-2747. 

¶ Rural Roots, a nonprofit organization, and Idaho Department of Agriculture can provide 

information about creating and managing farmersΩ markets, www.ruralroots.org, (208) 

883-3462 and http://www.agri.state.id.us/Categories/Marketing/FMmarketing.php, 

(208) 332-8500. 

¶ Lincoln County Crossroads FarmersΩ Market, Patty Nance (208) 731-2659 or (208) 544-

2480. 

¶ The city of Nampa created a revolving loan fund for restoring building facades in its 

historic downtown, 

http://ci.nampa.id.us/downloads/30/FA%C3%87ADE%20IMPROVEMENT%20PROGRAM.

doc.  

¶ Star and Kuna each have walking tour brochures, 

http://www.adaweb.net/Portals/0/HPC/Documents/StarWalkingTour2005.pdf and 

http://www.adaweb.net/Portals/0/HPC/Documents/kuna.pdf. 

¶ Lincoln County Historical Society, lincolncountyhistorical@sfly.com. 
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Infrastructure  

Community Concerns and Comments  

Many Gooding residents shared their opinions about infrastructure, which includes the cƛǘȅΩǎ 

culinary and irrigation water systems, sewer system, streets and sidewalks, airport and the Little 

Wood River Canal. In both conversation and the pre-review survey, most infrastructure-related 

concerns and comments were about either the irrigation system or the Little Wood River Canal. 

Sidewalks and pathways, or the lack thereof, ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƻƴ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ƳƛƴŘǎ.  

Irrigation System 

The irrigation system has been the subject of 

considerable debate for some time. City 

leaders called itthe infrastructure issue 

citizens are most concerned about. The city 

is now conducting a study to identify 

alternatives and costs to deal with the 

obsolete, inefficient system. Citizens 

expressed frustration with the flooding of 

basements that has occurred. Many felt it 

was unfair to be assessed a fee for irrigation 

water they cannot use due to topography 

changes or other factors. Conversely, there 

may be a perception that some residents are 

receiving, but not paying for, irrigation 

water.  

From the cityΩǎ ǇŜrspective, operating the 

existing system requires excessive 

maintenance. It is increasingly difficult to 

train and retain ditch riders. City staff have 

been diverted from primary responsibilities 

for streets, water and sewer to keep the 

irrigation system functioning.  


